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Municipal Regional (Stormwater) Permit
Trash Load Reduction Requirements

▪ Trash Load Reduction Targets
• 40% by July 2014

• 60% by July 2016 (performance guideline)

• 70% by July 2017 (mandatory/enforceable)

• 80% by July 2019 (mandatory/enforceable)

• 100% (no adverse impacts) by July 2022

▪ Mandatory Trash Full Capture Systems

▪ Receiving Water Monitoring Program

▪ Annual Creek/Shoreline Cleanups

▪ Maintain Long-Term Plan



Trash Load Reduction

▪ Trash Reductions (%) 

• Baseline (2009) vs. Current Trash Generation 

• Trash Generation Maps (Baseline)

• Current Trash Reductions determined by: 

1. Extent of Full Capture System Treatment

2. On-land Visual Assessment Results (Other Actions)

3. Demonstrable reductions via Source Controls

4. Additional Creek and Shoreline Cleanups
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**Dotted areas are non-jurisdictional (e.g., CalTrans)



Extent of Trash Full Capture

▪ San Mateo Countywide
• All member agencies exceeded the 

minimum treatment areas required by 
MRP 2.0

—Over >4600 acres of moderate, high, and very 
high trash generating areas treated 

—2,681 small (inlet-based systems)

—6 large systems

• Enhanced maintenance and operation 
tracking and reporting

• 47% trash reduction (countywide) due to 
full capture systems
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On-land Visual Assessments
(Other Control Measures)

▪ Assessment method used to account for trash reductions from 
actions other than full capture systems

• Enhanced street sweeping 

• Reoccurring on-land cleanup events

• Enhanced business inspection programs

• Other actions

▪ San Mateo Countywide

• 1,400 assessments conducted in FYs 17-18 & 18-19

• >233 miles of streets/sidewalks assessed

• ~30% trash reduction (countywide) observed to-date



Source Controls

▪ Reusable bag ordinances

▪ Expanded polystyrene food service ware 
ordinances

▪ 10% trash reduction for nearly all 
member agencies
• Maximum currently allowed under permit



Additional Creek and Shoreline Cleanups

▪ Offsets for cleanups conducted above and 
beyond those required by permit

▪ 10:1 offset (previously 3:1)

▪ Maximum 10% reduction under permit

▪ Reductions vary among member agencies



Projected Trash Reductions in FY 18-19

▪ Compliance Goal – 80% by July 1, 2019 

▪ Current Status (as of April 15, 2019)

• 19 of 21 member agencies > 80% reduction

• 2 of 21 member agencies currently installing full capture 
devices and will likely demonstrate > 80% reduction 

▪ Anticipated 100% achievement of 2019 Compliance Goal

▪ Member agency Annual Reports will be submitted to the 
Water Board on September 30, 2019



Litter Work Group

▪ Forum to coordinate on litter/trash issues 

▪ Key products/efforts:

• 2014 – Annual Roundtable: Container Management
• 2015 – Annual Roundtable: Commercial Waste Container Management
• 2016 – Illegal Dumping and Container Overage Maps 
• 2016 – Litter Practices Recommendations for Solid Waste Franchise 

Agreements
• 2018 – Illegal Dumping Roundtable
• 2018 – Multi-family Dwellings Litter Reduction Tool Kit

▪ Work group of Trash Subcommittee
• Municipal staff (stormwater and solid waste/recycling)
• Waste hauler staff
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Franchise Agreement Recommendations

▪ Categories of Recommendations

• Collection: Service days, container management, equipment 
standards, public litter containers, route audits

• Right Size, Right Service: Material service levels, rate structure, 
coordination and communication

• Outreach and Public Education: Coordination on litter campaigns

• Training of Franchisee Staff: Drivers, service reps, supes, dispatch

• Franchise Fees Providing Funding for Litter Control Programs

• Financial Incentives and Disincentives

• Liquidated Damages



Moving Forward

▪ Low-hanging reduction fruit are picked

▪ Will be challenging for municipalities to get from 80 to 100%

▪ Litter reduction measures in franchise agreements is an 
important tool in the toolbox for achieving goals

▪ SBWMA represents 11 of 21 municipalities regulated under 
the Municipal Regional Permit

▪ Recommend incorporating the recommended measures in 
approval of the contract amendment
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